
What Full Operations Means for You

For over a year, AlBirrCU has been in 
mobilisation. This is a formal period set by the 
Financial Conduct Authority during which new 
credit unions operate under close supervision 
and restricted activity. That period is now over. 
The FCA has confirmed that AlBirrCU has met 
every standard required to exit mobilisation and 
move into full, unrestricted operations.

This is not a small thing. It is a statement of 
confidence from our regulator. And it is the 
moment our community has been working 
towards for years.

What changes now?
Full operations means that all eligible individuals 
within our common bond can now join AlBirrCU, 
open a savings account and begin saving regularly. 
No more waiting. No more restrictions.

The Chair’s Memo

Alhamdulillah. The Doors Are Opens
Dear Members, Friends and Supporters,

Some moments you plan for. Some moments you pray for. This 
moment is both.

I am honoured to share the news that the FCA has formally lifted 
AlBirr Credit Union’s mobilisation restrictions. AlBirr CU is now 
fully operational, and I warmly encourage all eligible individuals, 
and their households within our common bond, to register and 
open a savings accounts.
Jazakumullahu khayran to everyone who has supported us on this 
journey. May Allah reward you all abundantly. The Qur’an says, 
“And cooperate in righteousness (AlBirr) and piety (Taqwah)” 
(Qur’an 5:2). This verse is not merely our name, it is our operating 
model.
The lifting of these restrictions marks a new beginning. It means a 
great deal to me and to the Board, as we enter a new chapter in our 
journey. Our focus is now on growth and on delivering exceptional 
service to our members and future members.
If you have not yet a member, I kindly invite you to take the 
following steps:
1. Register and become a member today. The registration link and 
QR code can be found in this newsletter.
2. Tell someone, a family member, a friend, or a colleague. The 
strength of a credit union lies in the breadth and engagement of its 
community.
3. If you are already a member, begin saving regularly. Even a 
modest monthly contribution strengthens our collective position.
I am immensely proud of what we have achieved together. May 
Allah bless every step we take, every pound we save, and every life 
we uplift through this institution. May He make AlBirr Credit 
Union a source of Sadaqah Jariyah for all who helped bring it into 
being.

- Tajudeen (Chairman, AlBirr Credit Union, UK)
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By Shams (Membership & Marketing Director)

Why did mobilisation take as long as it did?
The FCA's mobilisation process is rigorous by 
design. A credit union that handles members' 
money must demonstrate, before it opens fully, 
that it has the right governance, the right 
systems, properly trained people and solid 
financial controls in place.

Every month of that process was spent building 
something that protects you. The IT platform, the 
compliance framework, the risk controls, the 
training our board and volunteers completed. All 
of it was groundwork. The time it took is precisely 
the reason you can trust what we have built.

Now we need you
A credit union is only as strong as its 
membership. We are asking everyone who 
believes in ethical, halal finance for our 
community to take three simple steps: join, save 
and invite someone else to do the same. 

Growing our membership directly enables us to 
extend our products and serve the community 
more deeply.
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Membership
Registration is fully 
open. If you are within 
our common bond and 
have not yet joined, 
now is the time. 
Welcome home.

Savings
Open an account and 
begin saving straight 
away. Every pound 
saved strengthens 
AlBirr's ability to serve 
everyone.

Financing
We offer halal financing 
(non-interest loans). A 
modest standard admin 
fee converted to APR 
and prorated on early 
repayment.

Personal Halal Loan

For everyday financial 

needs. Interest-free and 

Shariah-compliant.

Household Goods Financing

Essential home purchases 

without the burden of 

riba.

Existing Loan Refinancing

Move from interest-

bearing debt to a clean 

halal alternative.

Savings for Hajj & Umrah

Hajj/Umrah deserves a 
halal plan. Save regularly, 
let your fund grow, free 
from riba, one month at a 
time.

AlBirr’s strength is not in its systems alone. 
It is in the people who choose to be part of it. 

This is your institution. Own it.“ ”



Key Updates  .

FCA restrictions lifted: 
Historical Milestone

 IT System: Fully 
Operational

  Membership registration: 
fully open to all Common bond 
members

  Savings accounts now 
available: Save regularly to 
build your future

  Halal financing & Loans: 
Now developing our loan 
products to suite your needs.

  Hajj/Umrah Savings for 
your pilgrimage the halal way

 Friends of AlBirr (FoAB) 
vital to growth. Support them

For further enquiry

Tajudeen Uthman   +44 7932 888 243
AbdulWasi’ Raimi    +44 7737 886 975
Shakirah Balogun    +44 7946 419 163
Shams O’Muyiwa    +44 7426 006 177

https://albirrcreditunion.co.uk 

AlBirr CU Management Team
1. Chairman: Mr Tajudeen Adesina
2. Deputy Chair: Mr Lanre Bello
3. Treasurer: Mrs Shereefat Aminu 
4. Compliance Director: Mr Sulaiman Quadri
5. Credit Control Director: Mr Idris Shofolahan
6. IT Director: Mr Ola Aminu
7. HR Director: Mrs Shakirah Balogun
8. Membership Director: Mr Shams O’Muyiwa
9. Company Secretary: Ms Lola Yunus
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M E M B E R  A S S U R A N C E

Built on Trust: How AlBirrCU's 
Governance Protects You

By Sulaiman Quadri, Compliance Director

Regulated by the FCA

AlBirrCU is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority (FCA), 
held to the same standards as any regulated UK financial institution, with 
respect to capital adequacy, liquidity, data protection, anti-money laundering 
and the fair treatment of members. The FCA's decision to lift our mobilisation 
restrictions is itself a statement that we have met those standards.

Governed by our members

Unlike a bank or commercial lender, AlBirrCU is a member-owned cooperative. 
The Board of Directors are volunteers directly accountable to you. Our 
Supervisory Committee provides independent oversight: reviewing decisions, 
checking compliance and ensuring the credit union is managed in your best 
interests at all times.

Shariah-compliant by design
Every product and process at AlBirrCU is designed to be free of riba. Our savings 
model, our halal financing approach and how we manage pooled funds all 
operate within Islamic finance principles. This is a founding commitment, 
embedded in our rules and under continuous review.

Your data is safe with us

AlBirrCU operates in full compliance with UK GDPR. Your personal and financial 
information is held securely, processed lawfully and never shared without 
consent except where required by law. If you have any questions about how 
your data is managed or any aspect of how we operate, please do get in touch. 
Transparency is a reflection of who we are.

Amanah (the duty of trust) is not something we aspire to. It is 
something we are accountable for. Every decision made at AlBirrCU 
carries that weight of trustworthiness, accountability and conscience.

Your First Steps as a Member

We are open and ready for you. Here is how to get started.

1 Register online

Visit albirrcreditunion.co.uk or scan the QR code. It 

only takes a few minutes.

2 Have your documents ready

Valid photo ID (driving Licence) and a proof of 

address dated within the last three months.

3 Open your savings account

Set up a regular savings plan once approved. Start 

where you are comfortable.

4 Spread the word

Share the registration link with someone who 

would benefit. Our community grows one member 

at a time.

5 Need help? Just ask

Email info@albirrcreditunion.co.uk and we will get 

back to you promptly.
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